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§1.49

length of the pleading. If other mate-
rials are submitted with a pleading,
they will be counted in determining its
length; and if the length of the plead-
ings, as so computed, is greater than
permitted by the provisions of this
chapter, the pleading will be returned
without consideration.

(b) It is the policy of the Commission
that requests for permission to file
pleadings in excess of the length pre-
scribed by the provisions of this chap-
ter shall not be routinely granted.
Where the filing period is 10 days or
less, the request shall be made within 2
business days after the period begins to
run. Where the period is more than 10
days, the request shall be filed at least
10 days before the filing date. (See
§1.4.) If a timely request is made, the
pleading need not be filed earlier than
2 business days after the Commission
acts upon the request.

[41 FR 14871, Apr. 8, 1976, and 49 FR 40169,
Oct. 15, 1984]

§1.49 Specifications as to pleadings
and documents.

(a) All pleadings and documents filed
in paper form in any Commission pro-
ceeding shall be typewritten or pre-
pared by mechanical processing meth-
ods, and shall be filed on A4 (21 cm. X
29.7 cm.) or on 8% x 11 inch (21.6 cm. x
27.9 cm.) paper with the margins set so
that the printed material does not ex-
ceed 6 Y2 x 9% inches (16.5 cm. x 24.1
cm.). The printed material may be in
any typeface of at least 12-point
(0.42333 cm. or 1242”) in height. The body
of the text must be double spaced with
a minimum distance of 72 of an inch
(0.5556 cm.) between each line of text.
Footnotes and long, indented
quotations may be single spaced, but
must be in type that is 12-point or larg-
er in height, with at least Y16 of an inch
(0.158 cm.) between each line of text.
Counsel are cautioned against employ-
ing extended single spaced passages or
excessive footnotes to evade prescribed
pleading lengths. If single-spaced pas-
sages or footnotes are used in this
manner the pleading will, at the discre-
tion of the Commission, either be re-
jected as unacceptable for filing or dis-
missed with leave to be refiled in prop-
er form. Pleadings may be printed on
both sides of the paper. Pleadings that
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use only one side of the paper shall be
stapled, or otherwise bound, in the
upper left-hand corner; those using
both sides of the paper shall be stapled
twice, or otherwise bound, along the
left-hand margin so that it opens like a
book. The foregoing shall not apply to
printed briefs specifically requested by
the Commission, official publications,
charted or maps, original documents
(or admissible copies thereof) offered as
exhibits, specially prepared exhibits, or
if otherwise specifically provided. All
copies shall be clearly legible.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, all pleadings and
documents filed with the Commission,
the length of which as computed under
this chapter exceeds ten pages, shall
include, as part of the pleading or doc-
ument, a table of contents with page
references.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, all pleadings and
documents filed with the Commission,
the length of which filings as computed
under this chapter exceeds ten pages,
shall include, as part of the pleading or
document, a summary of the filing,
suitably paragraphed, which should be
a succinct, but accurate and clear con-
densation of the substance of the filing.
It should not be a mere repetition of
the headings under which the filing is
arranged. For pleadings and documents
exceeding ten but not twenty-five
pages in length, the summary should
seldom exceed one and never two pages;
for pleadings and documents exceeding
twenty-five pages in length, the sum-
mary should seldom exceed two and
never five pages.

(d) The requirements of paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section shall not
apply to:

(1) Interrogatories or answers to in-
terrogatories, and depositions;

(2) FCC forms or applications;

(3) Transcripts;

(4) Contracts and reports;

(5) Letters; or

(6) Hearing exhibits, and exhibits or
appendicies accompanying any docu-
ment or pleading submitted to the
Commission.

(e) Petitions, pleadings, and other
documents associated with licensing
matters in the Wireless Radio Services
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may be filed electronically in ULS. See
§22.6 for specifications.

(f)(1) In the following types of pro-
ceedings, all pleadings, including per-
missible ex parte submissions, notices
of ex parte presentations, comments,
reply comments, and petitions for re-
consideration and replies thereto, may
be filed in electronic format:

(i) General rulemaking proceedings
other than broadcast allotment pro-
ceedings;

(ii) Notice of inquiry proceedings;

(iii) Petition for rulemaking pro-
ceedings (except broadcast allotment
proceedings); and

(iv) Petition for forbearance pro-
ceedings.

(2) For purposes of paragraphs (b) and
(c) of this section, and any prescribed
pleading lengths, the length of any doc-
ument filed in electronic form shall be
equal to the length of the document if
printed out and formatted according to
the specifications of paragraph (a) of
this section, or shall be no more that
250 words per page.

NoTE: The table of contents and the sum-

mary pages shall not be included in com-
plying with any page limitation require-
ments as set forth by Commission rule.
[40 FR 19198, May 2, 1975, as amended at 47
FR 26393, June 18, 1982; 51 FR 16322, May 2,
1986; 54 FR 31032, July 26, 1989; 58 FR 44893,
Aug. 25, 1993; 59 FR 37721, July 25, 1994; 63 FR
24125, May 1, 1998; 63 FR 68920, Dec. 14, 1998;
74 FR 39227, Aug. 6, 2009]

§1.50 Specifications as to briefs.

The Commission’s preference is for
briefs that are either typewritten, pre-
pared by other mechanical processing
methods, or, in the case of matters in
the Wireless Radio Services, composed
electronically and sent via ULS. Print-
ed briefs will be accepted only if spe-
cifically requested by the Commission.
Typewritten, mechanically produced,
or electronically transmitted briefs
must conform to all of the applicable
specifications for pleadings and docu-
ments set forth in §1.49.

[63 FR 68920, Dec. 14, 1998]
§1.51 Number of copies of pleadings,
briefs and other papers.

Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided in the Commission’s rules and
regulations, the number of copies of

§1.51

pleadings, briefs, and other papers to
be filed is as follows:

(a) In hearing proceedings, the fol-
lowing number of copies shall be filed:

(1) If the paper filed relates to a mat-
ter to be acted upon by the presiding
officer or the Chief Administrative
Law Judge, an original and 6 copies
shall be filed.

(2) If the paper filed relates to mat-
ters to be acted on by the Commission,
an original and 14 copies shall be filed.

(3) If more than one person presided
(is presiding) at the hearing an addi-
tional copy shall be filed for each such
additional person.

(b) In rulemaking proceedings which
have not been designated for hearing,
see section 1.419 of this chapter.

(c) In matters other than rule mak-
ing and hearing cases, the following
number of copies shall be filed:

(1) If the paper filed relates to mat-
ters to be acted on by the Commission,
an original and 4 copies shall be filed.
If the matter relates to Part 22 of the
rules, see §22.6.

(2) If the paper filed related to mat-
ters to be acted on by staff officials
under delegated authority, an original
and 4 copies shall be filed. If the matter
relates to Part 22 of the rules, see §22.6.

(d) Where statute or regulation pro-
vides for service by the Commission of
papers filed with the Commission, an
additional copy of such papers shall be
filed for each person to be served.

(e) The parties to any proceeding
may, on notice, be required to file addi-
tional copies of any or all filings made
in that proceeding.

(f) For application and licensing mat-
ters involving the Wireless Radio Serv-
ices, pleadings, briefs or other docu-
ments may be filed electronically in
ULS, or if filed manually, one original
and one copy of a pleading, brief or
other document must be filed.

(g) Participants that file pleadings,
briefs or other documents electroni-
cally in ULS need only submit one
copy, so long as the submission con-
forms to any procedural or filing re-
quirements established for formal elec-
tronic comments. (see §1.49)

(h) Pleadings, briefs or other docu-
ments filed electronically in ULS by a
party represented by an attorney shall
include the name, street address, and
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